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Hosting a Project
on SourceForge

http://sourceforge.net

By Jim Sansing

  - I am giving this presentation because I have hosted a 
project at SourceForge since Fall 2007.
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SourceForge History

Excellent article at:
http://itmanagement.earthweb.com/cnews/

article.php/3705731

  - Source Forge was founded in 1999 by VA Linux
  - Within 2 years, there were almost 30,000 projects being 
hosted
  - In the last quarter of 2005, there were over 100,000 projects 
and the parent company (SourceForge, Inc.) made a profit for 
the first time
  - Staff and funding were increased and long needed updates 
to hardware and software were implemented
  - Personal observations:
    - Addition of subversion in 2006 was nice
    - Major hardware failure in 2008 required restoring over 50% 
of projects, apparently none lost
    - Major hardware upgrades in late 2008 made noticeable 
difference
    - Regular updates from SourceForge Team keep a project 
team in the loop
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The New Look
  - If you haven't seen it lately, here is Source Forge's new 
look
  - It has always been rather busy, but it is fairly responsive
  - Notice it is listing "What's Hot for Linux", presumably by 
using my browser User-Agent information



  

 

  4

Browsing projects
  - Click on Find Software in upper left
  - Displays popular applications
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Searching for projects
  - Select video in search field
  - Shows most popular, but also groups by category in left 
hand frame and indicates how many of each are found
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Browse by category
  - Select the Education category
  - Additional subcategories are listed with the number in 
each
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Limit search to a platform
  - Select Linux
  - Selections are reduced to those that will run on Linux

  - This metadata is defined by the project maintainers, so 
understanding how searches are conducted are important 
when defining the project's information
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Not all projects are software
  - Vim documentation includes 6 projects that are 
translations
  - Some includes files that can be downloaded for local 
browsing
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The main Vim documentation project
  - Vimdoc is the main Vim documentation project
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No Vimdoc downloads
  - There are no files to be downloaded in the Vimdoc project
  - They are using SourceForge to host their website
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Vimdoc website
  - The website has links to HOWTOs and Tutorials
  - But the main purpose is to maintain the Vim help files in 
HTML format
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Hurray for HTML
  - The information is available in Vim
  - But it is navigated using Vim macros, and it is text
  - The Vimdoc site provides the advantages of using a 
browser
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Starting a project
  - SourceForge offers all the features that a project might 
need:
    - Of course code and website hosting
    - Also Bug Tracking, Forums, and Mailing Lists
    - Even Wikis and Blogs
    - Statistics on project activity
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Make the request
  - Fill in the basic information about the project
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Describe the project
  - Select the metadata that will help anyone searching for 
projects to find yours
  - Notice that the License should be an OSI approved 
license, although there is an 'Other' option.  But the project 
may be refused for this.
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Select the features
  - Admin features are automatically enabled
  - Source code control may be:
    - CVS
    - Subversion (supports binary data)
    - Git
    - Mercurial
    - Bazaar
  - SourceForge provides many features for interacting with 
the project community
  - There are also features to help advertise the project
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Project approved
  - When the project is approved, the information may be 
updated
  - Notice the Export Controls selection with the link to the 
government notification
    - There is a chart at the linked site that excludes FOSS 
software from this requirement
  - Notice the Trove Categorization on the right
  - Notice the Preferred Support Mechanisms on the right
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Support options
  - The list of support options that SourceForge supplies 
includes
    - Tracker: Bug reporting
    - Forums: Create as many as needed
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Learn the procedures
  - Select Site Support from main navigation
  - SourceForge has good documentation, but it takes a bit 
of effort to find the correct file
  - SourceForge assumes that project admins are familiar 
with FTP, SSH, rsync, etc. and provide settings and 
example commands, but not a tutorial
  - Don't get frustrated, what you are looking for is probably 
there
  - Search can help, although sometimes terminology is a 
problem



  

 

  20

Getting started
  - Import the project into the new repository
  - Tweak the project settings
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Using subversion
  - ViewVC is used for online browsing
  - The Realeyes project consists of 5 trunks
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Realeyes Analysis Engine src directory
  - Quick view of activity
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Revision information
  - View specific revisions
  - Diff 2 revisions



  

 

  24

Annotated viewing
  - View the annotated revision information
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Prepare files for downloading
  - Managing files for download is relatively easy
    - Much improved since original site
  - Supports command line and browser file upload
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Downloads organized by version
  - Once file is uploaded it is managed from Project Admin -
> File Manager
  - There may be multiple versions available for download
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Manage files
  - Information about each file is minimal
  - Installation instructions may be included separately for 
people
    to view them without having to download entire package
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Packages
  - Packages need to have a platform defined
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Project statistics
  - When downloads are available, activity statistics can be 
monitored
  - Timelines include
    - 1 week
    - 2 months
    - 1 year
  - Information about page views, downloads, and ranking
  - Personal note: With under 1,000 downloads per month, 
Realeyes ranked in the top 5,000



  

 

  30

Web Site Hosting A
  - SourceForge provides web site hosting
  - Limitations:
    - No ecommerce, except using SourceForge tools such 
as Google AdWords
    - Must (should?) include SourceForge logo on each 
page
    - Good netizenship
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Web Site Hosting B
  - Server side languages are allowed
  - Database support provided
  - Redirect to private web site allowed
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Web Site Hosting C
  - Limitations:
    - No ecommerce, except using SourceForge tools such 
as Google AdWords
    - Must (should?) include SourceForge logo on each 
page
    - Good netizenship
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Realeyes Web Site
  - Simple static pages
  - Somewhat large site (143 Meg) including
    - Ogg Theora demos
    - Slide shows with screenshots
    - Link to Blog on Blogger.com
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Promote FOSS
  - It is always a good idea to give credit where credit is 
due
  - Notice the SourceForge link, there are several 
alternatives
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SourceForge status
  - SourceForge is transparent
    - Upcoming maintenance
    - New features



  

 

  36

SourceForge News
  - The SourceForge Team sends out update information to 
project admins about once a month
  - If there is to be extended maintenance downtime, these 
will be announced at least 1 week in advance
  - Sometime promotions, but more often information about 
top projects - The issue with passwords being stolen (Fall 
2010) resulted in every project having to create a new 
password.  The SourceForge team made this easy by 
sending an Email with a link to the page for updating the 
password.
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